
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                            
  135 School St., P.O. Box 270 
   Gilbert, Iowa 50105 
  Church Office 515-233-2421 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 
 

Gilbert Lutheran Church 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
Worship  8:15 AM 
Fellowship  9:15 AM 
Sunday School  9:30 AM 
Worship  10:45 AM 
 

Staffed Nursery Sunday Mornings 

 

Wednesday Worship Schedule 
Worship  6:30 PM 
 
We celebrate Holy Communion on the 1st, 3rd, and 
5th Sundays of the month and special occasions. 
 
K. Christian Johnson 
Pastor 
kcj@gilbertlutheran.org 
 
Jill Kruse 
Council President  
 
Laura Melton 
Office Administrator & Director of Children’s 
Ministry 
office@gilbertlutheran.org 
 
Judy Fitz 
Nursery Attendant 
 
Dan Wright 
Custodian 
 

www.gilbertlutheran.org  

If you prefer to receive this newsletter via email, 
please send a request to 

office@gilbertlutheran.org 

The people of Gilbert Lutheran Church, 
gathered by God's grace and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, invite and welcome all to join us in 

our journey of faith as disciples of Christ 
through meaningful worship and education 
while providing compassionate service for 

those in our community and world. 
 

THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 
Larry Bremer 
Jeannette Buckingham (Jeri Saltzman’s mother) 
Margaret Fossel 
Teri Gallahan 
Saundra Graybau 
Mardell Hoeper 
Ray Huftalin (uncle of Sharon Popp) 
Joan Jacobs (mother of Jean Bremer) 
Ruby McCullough (sister of David Berryhill) 
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS 
Ashley Cramer (Daughter of Kori Cramer) 
Kyra Harbacheck 
Rachel Henderson (daughter of Dennis & Denise) 
Carol Lucas 
the Basile Family & Jody White (Friends of Sharon 
Morrical) 
MarJean Sutter (Izetta Bennett’s sister) 
Lori Valline (Izetta Bennett's daughter) 
Betty Upstill 
 
 
 

For updates to the prayer list, please 
contact the church office at 515-233-2421 

or office@gilbertlutheran.org 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS
 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS
LSI 

LSI is proud to be an affiliated social ministry 
organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA). Learn more at 
www.LSIowa.org and 
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

GLC GIVING MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

Each month, a portion of the loose change 
collected during services is donated to a 
community or world outreach organization 
devoted to improving the lives of those in need. 
 
This May, a portion of GLC's loose change will 
support Habitat for Humanity. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

May 7 Acolyte Training - 9:30 AM / Book Club – 6:00 PM  
 
May 10 Baccalaureate – 7:00 PM 
 
May 14 Last day of Sunday school for 2016/2017 school year 
 
May 21 Senior Appreciation Sunday 
 
May 28 Start single Sunday service at 9:30 AM for the summer 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Book Club 

Book Club will meet again Sunday, May 7, 6 p.m., at Paul and Margo Eness' home.  We have 
chosen two books to read: “My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She's Sorry” by Fredrik 

Backman and “I, From Nothing” by Isabel Tallysha-Soares.  

 

 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 
 
My favorite word these last days has been WHOOSH!   
 
We heard and we said WHOOSH! several times in church the 
week after Easter.  The Gospel story that day told of the risen 
Jesus coming to his followers.  They were afraid.  They were 
hiding.  But Jesus came to them and breathed his Spirit upon 
them and into them.  The Whirl Story Bible said the sound of all 

that was WHOOSH!  WHOOSH! the fear was gone.  WHOOSH! there was peace.  WHOOSH! the 
disciples had Jesusô very power.  And they began to tell and live the Easter story.  WHOOSH! 
 
On Sunday, April 23, we dedicated 65 quilts and 239 health care kits at our service.  Later in the week, 
the gifts were on their way to people who desperately need warmth and resources to live healthy lives.  
The generosity of the GLC family ï the shared time, talent and treasure of so many ï brought Easter 
hope and help to our world.  WHOOSH! 
 
On Wednesday, May 3, our confirmation class assembled hygiene kits for two local shelters.  Students 
and families, and members of the congregation as well, offered supplies for these kits.  So much was 
gathered that over 200 kits were donated.  Each one of these will make a difference in the life of a 
person.  A bit of Easter will come to their Good Friday world.  WHOOSH!  
 
On May 19 and 20, Jeff Nelson, Nancy Rabe and I will attend the Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly in 
Des Moines.  Weôll have an extra passenger as we drive the first day ï a plywood pig.  He/She/It was 
decorated by our Sunday school kids and represents over $500 from GLC that will fight hunger locally 
and abroad.  The GLC pig will join others pigs raised in our synod.  Together, weôll feed the hungry and 
support people living in poverty.  Together, weôll bring Easter life to the world around us.  WHOOSH!  

The Spirit of the Easter Jesus is all over the place.  Iôve seen it so often.  You have too.  The risen Jesus 
is out and about.  The risen Jesus is changing lives and making a difference.  And it all happens through 
you!  Thanks for being my favorite word these days!  WHOOSH! 

 

 
 
Pastor Christian Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



High School Youth Ministry  

Youth group is a safe place to learn, grow, 
question, wrestle with personal faith, invite 
friends, and so much more.  All 9th-12th grade 
students, regardless of where they are in their 
faith journey, are welcome!  We are working 
through the Re:form curriculum, which 
addresses many questions that students tend to 
have about God and faith.  We’ll come up with 
responses to such questions as, “How do I stop 
doing things I know I shouldn’t do?”, and “Why 
should I pray when God doesn’t answer all my 
prayers?”  There will be freedom to explore our 
own thoughts and opinions, and to dig into 
scripture to apply background and Biblical 
reference to such questions.   

 

THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING, 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering 
The ELCA Youth Gathering will be held in Houston, June 27-July 1 2018.  Every 3 years, 30,000 high School 
youth and their Adult leaders gather for a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering 
through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship. Young people grow 
in faith and are challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.  
We will be sending out information about sign up and registration for the 2018 event.  We plan well in 
advance for all can plan to attend. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity for your child and/or you to 
attend this event! For more detailed information, you can visit the website at 
www.elca.org/youthgathering/about   We will also provide more information in the months to come!  
 

 
 

http://www.elca.org/youthgathering/about


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

   

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Easter breakfast a huge success! Our goal is to purchase 
60 stackable chairs to use for our large group Sunday school next year. At the Easter breakfast we 
raised $587.75 to go towards the purchase of new chairs. That gets us 1/3 of the way to our goal!  
 
This fall we will be starting a new Sunday school program. We will kick off each weekend with a large 
group lesson, gathering all children grades K-6 in Fellowship Hall. We will sing together and learn the 
lesson together before break out into small groups for an activity related to the day’s lesson. We hope 
this new format is engaging for our children and volunteers alike! With these big changes there will be 
opportunities to serve and give. Stay tuned for more information!  
 
Thank you! 
  Laura Melton 
  Director of Children’s Ministry 
 
Upcoming Events: 
¶ SUNDAY SCHOOL WRAP UP May 14 
¶ VBS July 31 – Aug 3 9:00 – 2:00  
¶ POOL PARTY on Saturday, August 5th from 6:30-8:00 PM at the Fawcett Family Aquatic Center 

in Nevada 
 

  
 



   

Lutheran World Relief 

Lots of Thanks to Lots of People 

The quilts and kits project would not be a success without the help of many people.  

 

The collection of items for the personal care kits began when Nigel Appleton, Anne, 

Zach, and Betsy Buffington spent the $350 provided by Thrivent financial to support 

our Action Team by shopping for hygiene items. These items plus all of the items 

donated by the congregation needed to be assembled. Junior Thrasher removed all 

of the packaging, and twelve ladies spent three hours assembling the 257 kits and 

displaying them in the sanctuary for blessing and adoption.  

 

The 65 quilts were also displayed on all of the pews. Special thanks to everyone who 

cut squares, sewed them into tops, assembled them with a middle piece and a back, 

tied and hemmed them. Great work!  

 

After the adoption service, eight people packed and weighed all of the boxes. Bar 

codes for tracking were made, and the boxes were labeled and taped up. Thank you 

to Al Bergman for taking the boxes to Ankeny. 

 

Approximately $580 was donated for purchasing items and $800 for adoption fees. 

The appropriate money will be sent to LWR with and application to engrave a brick 

in the Good Samaritan plaza of LWR Headquarters in Baltimore. The brick will be 

engraved to honor Pastor Johnson. 

 

Thanks to all who helped make this such a successful project! God’s Blessings to all 

of you. 

 

Cindy Kruckenberg 

 

 

 

 



May Birthday s 

Christopher Roske 05/01 
Paul Sundberg 05/01 
Lacie Moore  05/02 
Jared Gescheidler 05/03 
Cindy Clark   05/03 
Katie Bettis-Robinson 05/03 
Thomas Baum 05/03 
Jeri Saltzman   05/04 
Andrew Kautman 05/05 
Jacey Ordal   05/05 
Isabel Dahl  05/06 
Jennifer Hoff  05/07 
Kevin Jensen  05/07 
Christine Schmidt 05/07 

Kathlyn Schnormeier 05/07 
Dan Wright   05/08 
Kenyon Fergen 05/10 
Logan Youngberg 05/10 
Sophia Adams 05/11 
Daniel Binkowski 05/11 
Amanda Roske 05/12 
Taryn Eckert  05/12 
Austin Solberg 05/14 
B.J. Terrones  05/14 
Donna Holtan  05/15 
Zoey Jones  05/15 
Anne Buffington 05/16 
Abby Olson  05/17 
James Hoff  05/18 

Isaac Steenhoek 05/18 
Christine Bettis 05/19 
Deanne Blair  05/22 
Emilea Hochstetler 05/24 
Jillian Leiding  05/25 
Robin Jaquis  05/26 
Rita Jensen  05/28 
Martha Huinker 05/28 
Nate Caruth  05/29 
Laura Melton  05/29 
Henry Owen  05/30 
Josilyn Leiding 05/31 
Sara Kepler  05/31 
Kelly Binkowski 05/31

 

 

May  Anniversaries     Bobbie & Guy Frerichs  05/23 30 Years 

Christine & Eric Henely 05/01 12 Years Dee & Ron Stenstrom  05/25  49 Years 
Mary & Steve Vannoy 05/07 29 Years Lynn Henn & Cindy Vangerpen-Henn 05/26 43 Years 
Ben & Leah McConville 05/10 15 Years Al & Connie Bergman  05/29 52 Years 
Janet & Matt Nissen  05/14    7 Years Emily & Kevin Jensen  05/29 13 Years 
Allison & David Ringholz 05/22 13 Years Jerry & Nancy Rabe   05/30 36 Years 
 
 
 

May  Service Committee  

Chairmen- Brigitte & Nick Milhous 
 
Mary Bilstad    515-314-5854 
Danny and Kelly Binkowski  515-520-1367 
Merlin and Marilyn Zeigler  641-425-9448  
Scott and Nancy Nelson  515-290-8729  
Jon and Vicky Strom   515-290-9077, 515-255-0077 
Rick and Kristi Perrin    515-291-2766, 515-233-2343 
Bob and Dorothy Schumer   515-233-2590  
Dan and Peg Uthe  515-233-8365  
Mary Shahan    515-232-7305  
Izetta Bennett    515-232-2254  
Ted and Kayla Lyon   515-509-6918  
Scott and Carolyn Raymond 515-292-1601 
Brent & Emily Hager  515-290-9279 
 
 
 



May 2017  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 6:30 PM Prayer Shawl 
 
 

6:00 PM Prayer Group 
6:30 PM TOPS 

фΥол !a ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ 
Study 
6:30 PM Worship 
7:15 PM Confirmation 
7:30 PM Youth Group 
7:30 PM Mixed Choir 
 

6:30 PM WomenΩs Book & 
Bible Club 

 8:00 AM aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
 
 
 
 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Fellowship 
9:30 AM Acolyte Training 
9:30 AM Education 
10:45 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Grades K-3 Sing 
6:00 PM Book Club 
 

 12:00 PM 50 + Luncheon 
6:00 PM Prayer Group 
6:30 PM TOPS 

7:00 PM Baccalaureate 
7:30 PM Mixed Choir 
 

 
 

 8:00 AM aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Fellowship 
9:30 AM Last Day of Sunday 
School! 
10:45 AM Worship 
 
 

7:00 PM Fabricators 6:00 PM Prayer Group 
сΥлл ta /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
Team Meeting 
6:30 PM TOPS  
 
 

фΥол !a ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ  
Study 
6:30 PM Worship 
7:15 PM Confirmation 
7:30 PM Youth Group 
7:30 PM Mixed Choir 
 

  8:00 AM aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Fellowship 
9:30 AM Senior 
Appreciation 
10:45 AM Worship 
 
 

 6:00 PM Prayer Group 
6:30 PM TOPS  
 

6:30 PM Worship 
7:30 PM Youth Group 
7:30 PM Congregational 
Council Meeting 

  уΥлл !a aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
 
 

28 29 30 31    

9:30 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Fellowship 
 
 
 

 6:00 PM Prayer Group 
6:30 PM TOPS  
 
 
 

6:30 PM Worship 
 
 

   

 
 

TLC Coordinators for May 

1-15 Gene Upstill 
16-31  Mary Vannoy 



May Worship Schedule 
 
 

 
May 7  May 14  May 21  May 28  

 
8:15 10:45 8:15 10:45 8:15 10:45 9:30 

Acolytes 

Truman 
Kruckenberg 

Emma 
Kruse 

Emma 
Nelson 

Zak 
Buffington 

Jonah Ordal Blake Tinder Needed 

Taylor 
Sniezek 

Raney 
Kruse 

Tate 
Gibson 

Anne 
Buffington 

Jacey Ordal 
Brooklyn 

Nees 
Needed 

Greeters 

CoAnne 
Hartmann 

Pam Abarr 
Jef 

Hadaway 
Allison 
Eness 

Alpharetta 
Peterson 

Dorothy 
Schumer 

Needed 

Dave 
Hartmann 

Weldon 
Abarr 

Listi 
Hadaway 

Robin 
Jaquis 

Sharon 
Berryhill 

Byron Tinder Needed 

Ushers 

Randy 
Sniezek 

Jerry Holtan Dan Uthe 
 

Steve Gent Dick Cooper Needed 

Staci 
Sniezek 

Sharon 
Popp 

Peg Uthe 
Margot 
Eness 

Doyle Jobe 
Andrew 
Ricklefs 

Needed 

Reader 
Rhonda 
Nelson 

Barb 
Licklider 

Larry 
Hameister 

Betsy 
Buffington 

Craig Kemp Nancy Rabe Needed 

Communion 
Assistants 

 
 

CoAnne 
Hartman 

Mike Kruse 
Not 

Applicable 
Not 

Applicable 
Deb Ordal Jerry Rabe 

Not 
Applicable 

Dave 
Hartman 

Jill Kruse 
Not 

Applicable 
Not 

Applicable 
Tim Ordal Nancy Rabe 

Not 
Applicable 

Cindy 
Kruckenberg 

Not 
Applicable 

Not 
Applicable 

Not 
Applicable 

Mary Shahan 
Not 

Applicable 
Not 

Applicable 

Joel 
Kruckenberg 

Not 
Applicable 

Not 
Applicable 

Not 
Applicable 

David 
Berryhill 

Not 
Applicable 

Not 
Applicable 

Cantor 
Joel 

Kruckenberg 
Jerry Holtan 

Jeff 
Nelson 

Delayne 
Stokke 

Daniel 
Hartman 

Marcia Prior-
Miller 

Needed 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 


